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The SMA permitting system regulates all types of land uses and activities under a broad defnition of “development” within the SMA.

Some specifically defined land uses and activities may be exempt if they do not otherwise have a significant impact in the SMA.






The SMA permitting system is implemented by each of the four counties according to their own ordinances and rules,
with oversight and support from the Hawaii CZM Program. Any action in an SMA that is not exempt or is not covered
by an SMA minor permit, requires an SMA major permit administered by the respective county planning departments.

The process can take four months or more, especially for large development proposals.

The State Office of Planning processes SMA approvals within state community development districts designated by the

legislature.
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